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Greetings Companions, 

 

My year, (as all Past Grand First Principals will 

attest if asked about their terms,) has absolutely 

flown by.  I would like to thank everyone again 

for putting their trust in me in allowing me to 

serve as your Grand First Principal. 

During my visits to the Chapters, I was con-

tinuously encouraged for the future of Royal 

Arch Masonry in the Yukon and British Co-

lumbia by the dedication and determination of 

the Companions, as well as by the fact 

that a great majority of the Chapters 

have two or more Candidates in waiting 

or already startling their sojourn.  I 

would also like to thank everyone for the 

hospitality and courtesies afforded to 

myself and my wife, Joan, who accom-

panied me on the majority of my visits. 

I would like to invite everyone to our 

96th Convocation, this September 19th 

and 20th, which is being held at Tigh-Na-

Mara Spa/Resort in Parksville this year.  

I am sure it will be a productive and en-

joyable time. 

To the incoming Grand First Principal, 

R.E.C. Jeremy Gomersall, and his Offi-

cers, I wish you all the best for the up-

coming year., Lastly, to my Officers, 

thank you for your support during my 

term of Office. 

 

Respectfully and  

in the Bonds of Fraternity, 

 

M.E.C. Ken Overy 
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In 1604, those settlers who 
travelled to Canada with ex-
plorer Camuel de Champlain 
likewise gave thanks, ac-
companied by large feasts 
which were shared with First 
Nations neighbours. 
 
The customs and practices 
of Ameriican Thanksgiving 
were brought to Canada af-
ter the American Revolution, 
when refugees who wished 
to remain loyal to Great Brit-
ain came to Canada. 
 
After Canadian Confedera-
tion, the celebration of 
Thanksgiving began in 1763 
as a civic holiday which was 
declared to celebrate the 
recovery of the Prince of 
Wales  (later King Edward 
VII) from  a grave illness. 
 
For many years thereafter, 
Thanksgiving was cele-
brated in late October or 
early November until it was 
finally declared a  national 
holiday in 1879.  Initially, the 
date was a Thursday in No-
vember, but the date was 
changed several times until 
the 1957 declaration placing 
it on the second Monday in 
October. 
 
The theme of the Canadian 
Thanksgiving holiday used 
to be changed each year to 
recall an important event for 
which to be thankful. 
 
_____________ 
Source: 
en.wikipedia.org 

the U.S. Columbus Day. 
 
The Canadian history of 
Thanksgiving dates back to 
the 1578 voyage by Martin  
Frobisher in search of the 
Northwest Passage.  
Plagued by ice and storms, 
the  scattered fleet met once 
again in Frobisher Bay, 
whereupon their minister, 
Mayster Wolfall,  gave a ser-
mon calling upon all of them 
to be thankful for their deliv-
erance. 
 

Canadian troops attend a 
Thanksgiving service in the 
bombed-out Cambrai Cathedral 
in France in October of 1918. 

_____________________ 
 
Thanksgiving Day in Canada 
falls on the second Monday in 
October.  It is a national holi-
day to celebrate not only the 
harvest, but the blessings of 
the past year.  It is a statutory 
holiday in all but the maritime 
provinces, where it is an op-
tional holiday.  Canadian 
Thanksgiving coincides with 
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_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Accommodations are at the Tigh-Na-Mara Seaside Resort Spa 
 
       1-800-663-7373  or  250-248-2072 
 
 Identify yourself as being with the “Mason’s Grand Convocation”  
                                       to qualify for special room rates 
   _________________________________________________________________ 
 
       Order of the High Priesthood :  Please apply in advance on the website 

 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 

BC and Yukon 

 

Grand Convocation 2014 

 
September 19, & 20 2014 

 
Hosted by Majuba Chapter No 33 

Chair:  VEC Gordon Reid PH 250-758-3578 
E-mail:  brightonbear@shaw.ca 

 
Tigh-Na-Mara Seaside Spa Resort 
1155 Resort Drive, Parksville, BC 

 
 

Friday September 19 
 
 7:00 PM Informal Opening 
 
 

Saturday, September 20 
 
 8:30 AM Grand Convocation Opens 
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Exploring our Grand Jurisdiction:   Ucluelet 

The village of Ucluelet 
takes its name from the 
aboriginal people who 
settled here centuries 
ago, giving themselves 
the name “people of the 
safe harbour”.  There is 
evidence of a First Na-
tions presence on the 
outer west coast of Van-
couver Island for at least 
4,300 years. 
 
Captain William Barkley 
of the Imperial Eagle was 
the first European known 
to set foot near Ucluelet 
Inlet in Barkley sound in 
1787, while searching for 
Sea otter pelts.  The first 
non-aboriginal settlement 
in the area came in 1870, 
by fur sealers who were 
looking for ports for ves-
sels working the Bering 

 
swelled to the point that 
the 1,800 residents of 
Ucluelet today welcome 
more than half a million 
visitors annually.  The 
tourism industry is now 
the economic mainstay 
of the community. 
 
VEC John McIntosh 

Sea sealing grounds.  
Captain Francis, who 
owned several sealing 
schooners, established a 
trading post in Ucluelet 
harbour. 
Ucluelet became incor-
porated on February 26, 
1952, and it became its 
own district in 1997, re-
flecting the continued 
growth of the area. 
A logging road made it to 
the west coast in 1959, 
bringing with it that in-
dustry and a growing 
trickle of tourists.  Com-
mercial fishing also 
grew, giving rise to fish 
processing plants on the 
coast.  With the estab-
lishment of Pacific Rim 
National Park in 1970 
and the paving of the 
road in 1972, tourism   

Sources: 
 
Ucluelet.ca 
Ucluelet, AT: en.wikipedia.org 
Uclueletinfo.com 

__________________________________________________ 

Companions:  The above is the first in a series of short descrip-
tions of localities around our Grand Jurisdiction.  I will be 
pleased to publish your short descriptions and image of your 
community or region within British Columbia and Yukon.  
Please submit your contribution (Microsoft WORD preferred) to 
the Grand Scribe Ezra for the attention of the Keystone.   

Thank you, VEC John McIntosh 

NOTE:              

Companions or businesses may purchase from Grand Scribe 

Ezra a business card ad, running for 3 issues of the Keystone at 

a cost of $20. Please include a copy or electronic file (jpg  

preferred) of your card. to Grand Scribe Ezra at  the Grand 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of BC and Yukon. 

 

The Keystone is a publication  

of  

The Grand Chapter  

of 

Royal Arch Masons  
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British Columbia and Yukon 
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V.E.C. John McIntosh 
____________ 
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R.E.C. Les Robinson 

 

5561 Turner Road 

Nanaimo, BC  V9T 6B3 
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