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Companions, 

 
There was a time, not so long ago, when you would 

have had to be careful not to let anyone know that you 

were a Freemason.  You were advised not to let even 

your family members know; this apparent secrecy was 

to prevent you being put on the Nazi ‘hit list’, should 

they be successful in the Second World War.  This 

situation continued into the 1950’s. 

 

Thankfully, those times are past, and a conscious effort 

is now being made to bring Freemasonry into its right- 

ful place in the community and, with it, a gen-

eral education of the public as to its structure.  

Every Companion has a part in this, because 

Royal Arch Masonry extends the fraternal en-

joyment we have as Masons into a more phi-

losophical area – the love, study and pursuit of 

wisdom. 

Since the Holy Royal Arch is the ‘Supreme De-

gree’ in Freemasonry’, it becomes every Com-

panion’s duty, in every part of his life, to be the 

supreme example of what a Freemason should 

be, and to be proud to show that he is one.  In 

other words, he ought to be a good ambassador 

for the principles and tenets of the Royal Art. 

Nowadays, we can proudly wear Masonic rings, 

pins, ‘ball caps, T-shirts and the like (the list is 

almost endless) but the acid test is in the man-

ner in which we conduct ourselves in public 

and in private.  Therefore, each one of us 

should ask himself, in everything he does: “Am 

I a good ambassador for Royal Arch Ma-

sonry?”. 

 

Jeremy Gomersall 

Grand First Principal 
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not.  Thus we reveal our 

love of our neighbour and 

reflect God’s love for all His 

creation. 

Having been symbolically 
raised to a new life in the 
Master Mason degree, we 
continue our journey as 
transformed men through 
the veils to a greater under-
standing of the meaning of 
God and our relationship 
with Him and with one an-
other.  
 
As we approach this time of 

celebration and renewal, let 

me close with these words: 

 

Finally, my brethren and     

companions, be ye all of one 

mind, live in peace, and may 

the God of love and peace de-

light to dwell with you and 

bless you for evermore. 

 

Alan Akehurst 

Grand Chaplain  

examination, penitence, 
prayer, fasting and almsgiv-
ing.” This period leads us 
through to the trials of Je-
sus, his death and finally his 
resurrection to a new life. 
 
During his ministry Jesus 
relieved the distressed 
through his healing of the 
sick and infirm and through 
his acceptance of the out-
casts of society.  He taught 
two laws, based on the He-
brew Scriptures and his own 
relationship with God.  The 
basis of his teaching is that 
we are to love God and our 
neighbour. 
 
In our Masonic instruction 
we teach those same les-
sons.  Whether our ritual 
concerns the building of the 
first temple by Solomon, 
Hiram of Tyre and Hiram 
Abif or the second temple by 
Zerubbabel, Haggai and 
Joshua, the underlying mes-
sage for each one of us is 
always the building of our 
own spiritual temple to the 
glory of God, however we 
may understand Him.  Thus 
we reveal our love of God. 
 
Throughout our rituals we 

are taught lessons brotherly 

love, relief and truth in many 

forms. We are admonished 

to practice charity in its 

many forms towards those 

in distress, especially wid-

ows and orphans, whether 

part of our Masonic family or 

Companions,  
 
As the season turns to spring 
once again, both Jews and 
Christians prepare to cele-
brate their primary religious 
feasts.  For Jews Passover 
marks the remembrance of 
the escape from Egyptian 
bondage and the beginning of 
the journey to the land prom-
ised to them by God.  Chris-
tians celebrate the death and 
resurrection of Jesus, the Son 
of God.  Both of these festi-
vals celebrate God’s actions 
in our world to lead us to-
wards a new and better life. 
 
Probably the most significant 
teaching of all major religions 
is the need for us to transform 
ourselves to be better per-
sons.  For Christians, the pe-
riod leading up to Easter is 
known as Lent and is a time 
of preparation through reflec-
tion and self-discipline. Tradi-
tionally during Lent one is en-
couraged to practice “self-
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Nearby Accommodations: 
 
                         Delta Town & Country Inn , 1600 Hwy 17A, Delta 
                                                (South of the Tunnel) 
                                         Reservations:  604-946-4404 
      
                          Coast Tsawassen Inn,  1665 - 56th Street, Delta         
                                            (Tsawassan Village area) 
                                         Reservations:  604-943-8221 

 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 

BC and Yukon 

 

Spring Board of General Purposes 

 
Saturday, April 4, 2015 

 
Hosted by Composite Chapter No 24 

Chair:  EC John M. Laing PH 604-590-4080, Cell 604-240-3334 
E-mail:  jmlaing@dccnet.com 

 
Ladner Hall, Delta, BC 

4873 Delta Street 
Ph. 604-946-9110 

 
Saturday April 4 

 
   9:00  Registration Opens 
 10:00  Spring Board Assembly Opens 
 12:00  Call from Labour to Refreshment for Lunch 
   1:00  Call from Refreshment to Labour 
   3:00  Closing 
 

Dress:  Smart Casual     NB:  No Ladies’ Program 
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Our Grand Jurisdiction:  Grand Forks 

The City of Grand Forks 
was established in 1897, 
522 km east of Vancouver, 
on the Canada.US border, 
in the region of British Co-
lumbia now known as 
Boundary Country.  At that 
time, it was copper mining 
that dominated the Bound-
ary and Kootenay regions of 
BC.  The town sits on 
Crowsnest Highway No. 3. 
at the confluence of the Ket-
tle and Grandby (North Ket-
tle) Rivers.  Population to-
day is about 4,000 people 
But it was not its beautiful 
geographical location that 
gave birth to Grand Forks, 
but rather the copper mining 
boom in the late 1800’s that 
brought the CPR to town in 
1899. The railway station is 
the oldest CPR station in 
BC still in its original loca-
tion.  Copper ore from 
nearby Phoenix Mine was 

No longer a mining boom-

town, Grand forks survives 

as the home to an agri-

tourism industry and a sin-

gle sawmill.  Interestingly, 

the enormous slag heap 

from the old Grandby 

smelter is itself being 

mined today for abrasive 

which are sold to the US 

Navy and sent by rail to 

San Diego for use in sand-

blasting ships. 

 
 
Sources: 
 
Egan, Danielle.  2013.  
Boundary abundance.  PP 16
-19 IN: British Columbia 
Magazine, Fall 2013. 
 
Grandforks.ca 
 
Wikipedia.org/wiki 
 
Travel-british-columbia.com 

brought to Grand Forks to 
be processed in the 
Granby Smelter, estab-
lished in 1900 as the first 
smelter in the district.  It 
eventually became the 
largest copper smelter in 
the British Empire.  With 
the plunge in world copper 
prices in 1919, Phoenix 
Mine closed, and so did 
the Grandby Smelter. 
One of the richest cultural 
influences on Grand forks 
history is due to the arrival 
of the Doukhobor popula-
tion in the early 1900’s.  A 
pacifist sect that broke 
from the Russian Orthodox 
Church, they settled in 
Grand Forks between 1908 
and 1913 in self –
contained communes.  
Their descendants are now 
integrated into the commu-
nity, imbuing it with their 
rich culture. 

 

Companions or businesses may purchase from Grand Scribe 

Ezra a business card ad, running for 3 issues of the Keystone at 

a cost of $20. Please include a copy or electronic file (jpg  

preferred) of your card. to Grand Scribe Ezra at  the Grand 

Chapter of Royal Arch Masons of BC and Yukon. 

 

The Keystone is a publication  

of  

The Grand Chapter  

of 

Royal Arch Masons  

of  

British Columbia and Yukon 

 

Editor 

V.E.C. John McIntosh 
____________ 

 

Grand Scribe Ezra 

R.E.C. Les Robinson 

 

5561 Turner Road 

Nanaimo, BC  V9T 6B3 

 

Phone : (250) 729-0190 
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