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My Companions, 
 
Man had done his worst. The One by whom the 
universe was created had come to the world, but it 
knew Him not. God had chosen to live among 
men, but He was not wanted. When He was born 
there was no room at the inn. When He was an 
infant, King Herod killed all the infants in Bethle-
hem in an attempt to slay Him. Again and again 
His enemies sought His destruction and now the 
Son of God yields Himself to those that cried 
“Crucify Him” “Crucify Him.” 
 
No ordinary death would suffice; it had to be a 
death of intense suffering and shame. A cross had 
been secured, and the Saviour nailed to it. Pres-
ently, His lips move- Is He begging for mercy? 
No. Does He curse those who nailed Him there? 
No. Listen, He is praying, praying for His ene-
mies: “Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them: for 
they know not what they do” (Luke 23:34). How 
unbelievable! How instructive! Christ began His 
ministry with prayer (Luke 3:21), and now He 
closes it in the same manner. What an example 
Christ has left the world. His hands can no longer 
heal the sick; they are nailed to a cross. His feet 
no longer carry Him to aid others for they are 
nailed there also. He can no longer teach His dis-
ciples for they have all run away in fear for their 
lives. What does He then do? He prays. 
 
In the few years I have been in the Royal Arch I 
have seen many great masons grow old and 
weary, and some have died. Perhaps what I have 
written here finds you by reason of age or infir-
mity unable to still do the memory work you once 
loved. You may have difficulty being as involved 
as you once were. Christ teaches all of us a les-
son, you are still here on earth and when you be-

come tempted to be cross, 
or to disparage the work 
others still do. Remember, 
even in His last hours 
Christ prayed and was sup-
portive of others. He al-
ways sought to build up, 
not tear down. Learn then 
to look beyond your in-
firmities and difficulties.  
 
 
    (continued on  page 3) 
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Robbie Burns, Poet and Freemason 
Robbie Burns was not only 
Scotland’s best known poet 
and author of many of her 
most famous stories and 
songs, but he is among the 
most widely recognized Free-
masons in history. 
 
Born 25 January, 1759, the 
son of a nurseryman in Ary-
shire, Robert was the eldest 
of seven children.  As such, 
he was his parent’s chief la-
bourer on their small tenant 
farm, even by the age of 15.  
But as the eldest son, he was 
the recipient of what little 
education his parents could 
afford.  This consisted of 
three years of regular school-
ing and brief stints at schools 
thereafter.  But his principal 
education fell to his father 
and to his own keen reading 
habit, so that, by the time he 
became a man, he was liter-
ate in English, had a good 
reading knowledge of French 
and a broad appreciation of 
English literature.  That his 
first poem (at age 15), My 
Handsome Nell, was ad-
dressed to a young lady was 
a fair indication of the fasci-
nation and dedication to the 
ladies which Robbie Burns 
was to have all of his short 
life. 
 
Farm life was hard on the 
young Burns, and he so taxed 
himself in his youth that he 
was to suffer for it from then 
on.  When his father died in 
1784, Robbie took over the 
business of running the fam-
ily farm with his younger 
brother, Gilbert.  But Burns 
heart and health were not 

made out for farming.  This 
did not make him any less de-
sirable to the ladies, and it was 
to gain passage to the West 
Indies in flight from an angry 
would-be father-in-law that he 
published his first set of poems 
in 1786.  So successful was the 
publication, that Burns elected 
to stay in Scotland and marry 
his beloved Jean Armour; by 
whom he already had two chil-
dren.  The year 1791 saw him 
abandoning the farm and mov-
ing to Dumfriesshire as an Ex-
cise man.  The work was 
drudgery for him, but it en-
abled him to support his family 
while pursuing the writing that 
he loved best.  His volume of 
work is impressive, and more 
than 400 of his songs and po-
ems remain with us today.  
 
Robert Burns Masonic career 
is well-known.  He and his 
family had moved to the vil-
lage of Tarbolton in 1777.  A 
small village of little more 
than 400 people, it was none-
theless a vibrant one and one 
in which Freemasonry was 
thriving.  His neighbours and 
his minister were Masons, as 
were his closest friends with 
whom he had formed the 
Batchelor’s Club.  On July 4, 

1781, Robert Burns was initi-
ated into a Lodge which en-
joyed 3 charters:  the Kilwin-
ning Charter, the Grand Lodge 
Charter of St. James and the 
Grand Lodge Charter of St. 
David.  Brother Burns was to 
remain an active Freemason 
for the rest of his life, rising to 
the position of Deputy Master 
of his Lodge, St. James Tar-
bolton .  He was also made an 
honourary member of Kilmar-
nock Kilwinning St. John 
Lodge.  He included Freema-
sonry in his writings and often 
recognized his Brethren for the 
invaluable support and encour-
agement which they afforded 
him. 
 
Scotland’s ploughman poet 
was so beloved of his country-
men that, when he died on July 
21, 1796, of heart disease, 
more than 10,00 attended his 
burial. 
 
Sources:  
 
Weir, John (Ed.)  1996.  
Robert Burns: the Freemason. 
The Grand Lodge of Scotland. 
 
Robert Burns Tribute.  
www.rabbie-burns.com 
 
Portrait by Archibald Skirving 
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Grand Chaplain’s Message 
If you are bedridden and can 
do nothing else, you can still 
pray for your brothers and 
be supportive. 
 
Self reflection is a good 
thing. King David said in 
Psalm 19:12 “Cleanse Thou 
me from secret faults.” Re-
member, wrong is always 
wrong in the sight of God 
whether we know it or not. 
That’s right, if you have a 
mean hurtful spirit, if you 
attitude tears down rather 
than builds up, even, if you 
don’t know it. You’re still 
wrong, and wrong will be 
punished. 
 
Notice the verse that pre-
cedes the first one I quoted, 
it reads, “And when they 
were come to the place, 
which is called Calvary, 
there they crucified Him, 
and the malefactors, one on 
His right hand and the other 
on the left.” The first word 
of the next verse is 

Spend some time in self 
reflection this Easter. Re-
member, it is never too 
late to seek the forgive-
ness of God, your family, 
your friends, and your 
brothers. It is never too 
late to build rather than 
destroy. Even if all you 
have left is to pray for 
those around you. I’m 
sure everyone will be 
grateful for your prayers. 
 
 
 

VEC Rev. Dr.  
Joel J. Chiri 

Grand Chaplain 
 

“THEN.” Then when they 
had done their worst, then 
when man was at his most 
vicious and vile. Then, 
when He could have 
called down thunderbolts 
to destroy them. When He 
could have called 10,000 
angels to take Him off the 
cross and destroy the en-
tire world. Then, He cries, 
“Father, forgive them: for 
they know not what they 
do.” That was the triumph 
of Christ’s redeeming 
love. 1 Corinthians 13 
says, “Love suffereth 
long, and is kind… (love) 
beareth all things… (love) 
endureth all things” and 
that is what Christ teaches 
us here at the cross. 
 
What we also learn at the 
cross is that if we have 
done wrong God is willing 
to forgive all who ask for 
forgiveness. Do you find 
yourself or your attitude 
self-centered and hurtful? 
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South side for the letters 
HKT, the North side for 
the letters HAB; which, 
as we are told in the Holy 
Royal Arch Degree, are 
the initials of our three 
Grand Masters who pre-
sided over the building of 
the first Temple.  And 
what of the East side of 
the representative Ark?  
There we find symbols 
for the letters AL and the 
number 3000, which was 
the date of deposition of 
certain relics within the 
Ark; that is, between the 
Second or Sacred Lodge 
and the Third or Grand 
and Royal Lodge. 
 
Sources:  
 
Richardson’s Monitor of 
Freemasonry.  1993.  Bar-
nes & Noble: New York. 
 
Ronayne’s Handbook of 
Freemasonry.  1947.  Ezra 
A. Cook: Chicago 

8 in Nanaimo, that I now 
have an answer for all of 
you. 
 
The characters are part of 
an encryption of all 26 
letters of the English al-
phabet and are derived 
from various parts of 
four basic figures:  a 
cross-hatching of four 
lines, as in a game of tic-
tac-toe; that same figure 
with a dot in each of the 
nine “squares”; a figure 
X; and a figure X with a 
dot in each of  the four 
“triangles”.  This is 
known as the Royal Arch 
Key and allows us to 
read the encryptions on 
the four sides of the rep-
resentative Ark of the 
Covenant which forms 
so prominent a part of 
the furniture of a Royal 
Arch Chapter.  The West 
side of the representative 
Ark bears the encryption 
for the letters SKI, the 

At a recent meeting of 
Majuba Chapter No. 33, 
in Ladysmith, on Van-
couver Island, our Past 
Grand First Principal put 
the question to the Com-
panions assembled from 
several Chapters:  “What 
are the symbols on the 4 
sides of the Ark, and 
what do they mean?”  
Our Grand Chaplain, 
VEC Rev. Dr. Joel Chiri 
and I both had some fa-
miliarity with the lan-
guages and alphabets of 
the Middle East and the 
Mediterranean, but both 
of us confessed that the 
symbols were unlike any 
alphabets with which we 
were familiar.   So, I 
promised MEC Hobbs 
that I would try to find 
out.  It is thanks to the 
good memory and com-
prehensive Masonic Li-
brary of Ex. Comp. An-
gus Nicol, First Principal 
of Keystone Chapter No. 
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Rosslyn Chapel.  It is a 
novel, and should be 
read as such.  But it is so 
captivating a story that it 
has become the best sell-
ing novel in the western 
world.  The movie of the 
book is slated to begin 
filming in May, 2005.  
Tom Hanks will play the 
lead role, and permission 
has been granted to film 
within the Louvre. 

The Da Vinci Code 
 

Dan Brown’s story of a 
Harvard symbologist 
who becomes involved 
in solving a murder at 
the Louvre Gallery relies 
extensively upon Ma-
sonic references and 
symbolism to enhance 
the mystery of the sus-
penseful plot, right up to 
the dramatic ending in  

 

 

Deciphering the Ark Symbology 


