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Companions, 

 
The sunny weather which has been with us for so many weeks has 

allowed us to enjoy a perfect summer break from our commit-

ments to Chapter meetings.  Amongst other things, it‘s given us 

opportunities to spend time with family and friends, to travel, or to 

just spend time relaxing at home. 

 

For my part, it has allowed me time to reflect on the year in which 

I’ve been privileged to act as your Grand First Principal, and for 

that, I’m most deeply grateful to every Companion in this Grand 

Jurisdiction.  It is no exaggeration to say that I’ve enjoyed every 

one of my visits to all the Chapters in BC and Yukon, and I’ve 

often said at the end of such visits that I’ve felt that I’ve become a  

 

better person, having had the opportunity to enjoy the 

benefits of Royal Arch Masonry with such wonderful 

Companions. 

 

Our predecessors, some three hundred years ago, must 

have had the same object in mind when they formulated 

the Ritual of this lovely Order, an Order which they de-

scribed as “Ne plus ultra” – “There is nothing higher”.  

We are privileged to have had it handed down to us as a 

means of enjoying further self-awareness, and a better 

understanding of our relationship with the Deity. 

 

I’m aware that I regularly use the words “enjoy” and 

“enjoyment”, which I consider fundamental to the prac-

tice of Royal Arch Masonry.  The Oxford Dictionary 

contains definitions for “Enjoy” such as “to possess, use, 

or experience with delight”, and reinforces my belief 

that, to really enjoy the Royal Arch, we must be active in 

putting the lessons of the Ritual into practise.  Enjoyment 

is a visceral emotion, and is long-lasting. 

 

On leaving office in a few days’ time, I’d like to thank 

each and every one of you for your continued interest in 

the Royal Arch, and send you and your families the very 

best wishes for the future. 

 

May the principles and tenets contained in our Ritual, 

and the legacy bequeathed to us by our predecessors in 

this most Supreme Order, give you every opportunity to 

enjoy Royal Arch Masonry for years to come. 

 

Jeremy Gomersall 

Grand First Principal 
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his 60th anniversary book, 
filled with photographs from 
the 1953 ascent, has won 
him further, world-wide ac-
claim, though sadly he did 
not live to see its success, 
as he died only 3 months 
before its publication. 
 
George Lowe was pre-

deceased by fellow expedi-

tion member, Tenzing Nor-

gay, who passed away in 

1986.  Lowe’s old Kiwi 

friend, Ed Hillary, won many 

accolades around the world, 

in particular in his native 

New Zealand before passing 

in 2008.  He is best known 

in later years for his philan-

thropic efforts, especially 

those on behalf of the 

Sherpa people. 

___________ 

Photo credit: Edmund Hillary 

The picture is of Tenzig Nor-

gay on the summit of Ever-

est.  He is holding aloft his 

ice axe, to which are ap-

pended the expeditionary 

flags as well as prayer flags. 

Hillary took the photo as 

Tenzing had not, at that 

point in his life, learned how 

to use a camera, though he 

had corrected that by the 

time I met him in 1968. 

J.Mc. 

nearly 29 years prior to Nor-

gay and Hillary. 

When asked why he wanted 
to climb Mount Everest, 
George Mallory is famous 
for replying with the often 
repeated response:  
“Because it’s there.”  On 
meeting up with George 
Lowe on their 1953 descent, 
New Zealander Ed Hillary 
was somewhat less philoso-
phic.  “Well, George, we 
knocked the bastard off,” he 
said to Lowe, his fellow Kiwi 
climbing companion. 
 
The 1953 expedition 
boasted a far larger compli-
ment of personnel and 
equipment than had the 
1924 expedition.  Advances 
in photography and cinema-
tography enabled Lowe to 
produce a documentary 
movie in the same year.  His 
trusted Kodak Retina view-
finder 35mm camera was 
the backbone of the picto-
graphic record.  A far cry 
from George Mallory’s sim-
ple, Vest-Pocket Kodak, the 
Kodak Retina was the first 
Kodak camera to boast the 
sturdiness and photographic 
excellence that were the 
fame of German engineer-
ing.  The same camera ac-
companied the well-travelled 
climber and explorer to trav-
els in New Zealand, the Hi-
malayas and Antarctica.  
George Lowe’s film docu-
mentary of the 1953 Everest 
expedition nearly won him 
an Academy Award.  And 

So reads the title of the book 

by George Lowe (the principal 

photographer of the 1953 ex-

pedition and cinematographer 

of the Academy Award nomi-

nated documentary of the 

same year) and Huw Lewis-

Jones (an historian of explora-

tion).   

On 29 May, 1953, Nepalese 

mountaineer Tenzing Norgay 

and New Zealand mountain-

eer Edmund Percival Hillary 

made history by being the first 

climbers confirmed as having 

reached the summit of Mount 

Everest (Chomolungma to 

Tibetans).  They may, how-

ever, not have been the first 

to have summitted if recent 

and planned expeditions are 

able to confirm the success of 

British mountaineers George 

Herbert Leigh Mallory and An-

drew (Sandy) Conwyn Irvine 

on June 8, 1924; some 91 

years ago last June and 
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Saturday, September 19 
 
   8:30  Grand Chapter Opening 
   6:00  Formal Banquet & Entertainment 
  10:00 Hospitality suite hosted by MEC Tony DÈramo and   
   Mrs . Elizabeth Deramo 
 
   PLEASE SEE REGISTRATION FORM FOR 
     THE LADIES` PROGRAM 

 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons 

BC and Yukon 

 

Grand Convocation 2015 

 
Friday September 18 and Saturday, September 19, 2015 

 
Chair:  EC John M. Laing PH 604-590-4080, Cell 604-240-3334 

E-mail:  jmlaing@dccnet.com 
 

Best Western Rainbow County Inn 
43971 Industrial Way, Chilliwack, BC 
Ph. 1-604-795-3828 or 1-800-665-1030 

 
Friday evening, September 18 

 
   7:30  Informal opening 
   9:00  Meet & Greet 
  1000  Hospitality suite hosted by MEC Jeremy Gomersall and  
   Mrs . Debbie Gomersall 
 

C0MPANIONS:  SAVE $10 AND SIMPLIFY REGISTRATION 
BY REGISTERING ON-LINE 
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Our Grand Jurisdiction:  Whitehorse 

Whitehorse is today home 
to more than 25,000 people.      
Sitting in a vast landscape 
on the banks of the Yukon 
River, it is a European Ca-
nadian settlement born of 
the Gold Rush.  But, before 
that time, it was a First Na-
tions` campsite for several 
thousands of years.  Sev-
eral different tribes passed 
through the area annually, 
and their territories over-
lapped. 
 
The city`s name derives 
from the White Horse Rap-
ids, once south of the city, 
the rushing waters of which 
resembled the flowing 
manes of charging white 
horses.  Those rapids were 
replaced in 1958, when the  
Whitehorse hydro-electric 
dam flooded the area with 
the present-day Schwatka 
Lake reservoir. 

transportation and communi-
cations. 
 
Incorporated as a City in 
1950, Whitehorse gained 
further status in 1953, when 
the capital of the Yukon was 
moved there from Dawson 
City.  Today the economic 
base of the city includes min-
ing, transportation services, 
government services and 
tourism.  Visitor numbers 
continue to rise as people are 
attracted to the dramatic his-
tory, natural beauty, pristine 
lakes and acclaimed clean air 
of `the Wilderness City`. 
________ 
 
Sources: 
 
 
City.whitehorse.yk.ca 
 
Wikipedia.org/wiki 
 
Yukoninfo.com (incl photo 

credit) 

It was the discovery of gold in 
the Klondike in August of 
1896 that converted the sea-
sonal. Aboriginal encamp-
ment into a Gold Rush town.  
In the process, the 
`stampeeders` also found 
copper in the hills to the hills 
to the west of Whitehorse. 
 
The White Pass and Yukon 
Route, narrow-gauge railroad 
connecting Skagway, Alaska, 
to Whitehorse began in 1898 
and finished in 1890.  It is 
today the only international, 
narrow-gauge railway in North  
America. 
 
The post-gold rush role for 
Whitehorse became that of a 
connection between rail ser-
vice and riverboat traffic to 
Dawson.  In 1920, the first 
plane landed.  And in 1942, 
thousands of American Mili-
tary arrived to build the 
Alaska Highway, whichonly 
renewed the importance of 
Whitehorse as a centre of 

 

Companions or businesses may purchase from Grand Scribe 

Ezra a business card ad, running for 3 issues of the Keystone 

for $20.  
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